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R obert “Bob” Lee Humes, age 68, of Lewes, DE, passed away on Sunday,

November 27, 2011 at Peninsula Regional Medical Center, Salisbury, MD. A
native Pennsylvanian, he was born in Philadelphia on March 26, 1943, son of the late

Lee and Helen Humes.

He was a graduate of Frankford High School. Bob attended Pennsylvania State University where
he received a degree in Labor Management Relations. He went on to complete graduate studies at
Bucknell University where he received a Master’s of Science in Business Administration.

Following college he served in the US Army Adjutants General Corps as a 1st Lt. from January
1967 to May 1969.

Bob spent his professional career at IBM from 1969 - 2003 and was the recipient of numerous
recognitions including the President's Award. In 2003, he opted for semi-retirement and
relocated to Lewes, Delaware, so he could spend time with his wife close to the ocean. In his eight

years in Lewes, he became deeply involved in the community and dedicated his tireless energy
and love of history to volunteer at the Lewes Historical Society and the Lightship Overfalls
Foundation. He was a valued member of the Lewes Yacht Club where he spent summers with his

family.

Bob was also a talented musician who enjoyed playing the piano, singing, and writing lyrics to

songs. He was also an athlete and coach to his sons in baseball and soccer.

He is survived by his wife Mary Ellen (Harrington) Humes; his oldest son Robert Lee Humes II
and his wife Patricia and their three daughters Heather, Audrey, and Claire; his son David

Harrington and his wife Leslie and their son Austin; his son Steven Lawrie and his partner Jose
Paredes; as well as two grand-dogs, Charly and Primo; his in-laws Ann and Jim Lauer and

children of Colorado Springs, CO; and his in-laws Margaret and Bob Hazlett and children of
Wheeling, WV.
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Funeral Services will be held with Rev. Jeffrey Ross officiating on Thursday, December 1, 2011 at
11:00 AM, at Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium, Atkins-Lodge Chapel, 16961 Kings Highway,

Lewes. The family will receive friends at the funeral home on Thursday, beginning at 9:30 AM.
Interment with military honors will be at St. Peter’s Cemetery, Pilottown Road, Lewes.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a donation to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation, 811
W. Evergreen Avenue, Suite 204, Chicago, IL 60642 or to the Overfalls Maritime Museum
Foundation, P.O. Box 413, Lewes, DE 19958.

Please sign Mr. Humes' online guestbook at this site.
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BB Barry Bush posted:

I just found out about Bob's passing and am very saddened and shocked to hear this news. I

often regretted not staying in closer touch with Bob over the years as I always enjoyed the times I

spent with him. He was a good guy, smart, kind and generous. I remember going to see him play

ball and how hard he played. I remember when I was very young and he was in the service, he

sent me coins from europe for my coin collection. I still have those coins! I remember my visit to

his home in NY and digging in his yard, I remember him playing piano and yes the accordian too. It

was obvious to anyone who knew him that Bob loved life. Please know that I am thinking of you all

and send my sincerest sympathy.

January 2 at 8:00 PM

KK Karen (Bush) Kolesnik posted:

Was trying to find a way to contact Bob and was shocked to hear of your loss. My sympathies and

thoughts are with you and your family MaryEllen.

December 27 at 8:00 PM

DB Diane And Bob Bogart posted:

Dear Mary Ellen and family, We were shocked and saddened to hear about Bob's passing. We

have so many fond memories of good times shared with your family in New Fairfield. Please

accept our condolences on his untimely passing, and God bless you all. Diane and Bob and family

December 27 at 8:00 PM

EK Eric  Kopp posted:

My sincererest condolences to the Humes Family. We are sending our prayers to your entire

family.

December 13 at 8:00 PM

MH Matt Hanley posted:

My deepest sympathies to each Humes. I admired 'Big Rob' as did everyone in NF. He had so

much style and class and seemed to be a master of many important things. Let's face it: he was

cool. I feel privileged - and a better person - for having crossed his orbit.Your friend,Matt

December 13 at 8:00 PM
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VP Vivian Planker  posted:

I just heard your sad news. I wonder what Dave and Bob are "fixing" in Heaven.

December 13 at 8:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

A sympathy card has been sent to the family of Robert Lee Humes.

December 12 at 8:00 PM

KF Kristin Grover  And Family posted:

I am so sorry for the pain and sadness you all are feeling. Our hearts and love go out to all of you

at this difficult time.

December 12 at 8:00 PM

JZ Joe And Susan Zingaro posted:

Mary Ellen, Joe and I were so terribly saddened by the news of Bob's passing. You will all remain

inour thoughts and prayers and we send love to you and to your wonderful sons.

December 9 at 8:00 PM

MF Mr. Shawn & Jill Schlecter  Masur  And Schlecter  Family posted:

To the Humes family, our deepest sympathies go out to all of you at this difficult time. We were

so saddened to hear the news. Our hearts go out to all of you and we will be thinking of you

during this time of sadness. Jill

December 9 at 8:00 PM

BB Brian Bellesheim  posted:

ME, Steve, Rob and Dave. I'm very sorry to hear about Bob's passing. He was a really positive

influence during my childhood and someone I'll always remember. I'm glad that I was able to see

him recently in Boston.

December 5 at 8:00 PM
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BC Bob And Claudette Cote posted:

Mary Ellen and family:We were schocked and deeply saddened to hear of Bob's death.When we

travelled to Lewes we could always count on Bob to find us and welcome us back. Bob would

bring us up to date on the Overfalls doings and enjoyed talking about what the next steps

were.We appreciated the opportunity to vacation at your home in North Carolina. A vacation we

will never forget.Bob was a man of integrity, honesty and kindness and we will both miss his

smiling face on the docks of Lewes.Bob and Claudette Cote

December 4 at 8:00 PM

KR Kay Reed posted:

My sympathy and prayers to the Humes family from a former IBM co-worker of Bob's.

December 1 at 8:00 PM

JN Janice And Harry Newman posted:

Mary Ellen, Rob, Dave and Steve---We were so sorry to hear the sad news of Bob's passing.

You're in our thoughts. Please accept our sincere condolences for your loss.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

LH Linda  And Dean Haledjian posted:

Mary Ellen and Family,I was saddened to hear the news of Bob's passing. I worked with Bob in the

HR organization at IBM Manassas in the late 70s. He was an asset to the organization and I know

he moved on to a fine career with the Company in NY. I have fond memories of a '50s party we

attended at your home when we were neighbors in Sudley. Our thoughts and prayers continue to

be with you at this very difficult time.May God bless you and give you strength.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

BW Barbara  Warnell posted:

Bob touched many people, contributed to many organizations and made Lewes a better place

because he and Mary Ellen choose to live here. He will be missed by many.

November 30 at 8:00 PM
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DC Dorothy Niemczuk (Nee Chwastyk) posted:

My husband, John, and I were sorry to learn of Bob's passing. He and I attended Frankford High

School in Philly, so long ago. I was surprised and happy to learn that we were both retired and

living in Delaware. Our condolences to his family.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

AL Allyson (Zingaro) Lonergan posted:

Humes Family, I am so very sorry to hear about your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you all

and I am sending love from Atlanta.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

MT Michael And Hope Tyler  posted:

In this difficult time it is important that we celebrate and recognize the person that Bob was and

what he meant to us in Lewes. Comforting words are hard to find but we will remember and miss

him. We will contribute to the Overfalls which he so steadfastly supported and contributed his

talents to.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

JG Jean & Tom  Gardiner  posted:

We're so glad we got to see you and Bob this Summer. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Jean & Tom

November 30 at 8:00 PM

BM Bill Metz posted:

May God welcome my favorite "Piano Man" to his eternal life.

November 30 at 8:00 PM
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NB Nancy Brown posted:

I'm so sorry to hear of Bob's passing. I was fortunate to be part of his IBM family in the late 1980s

and respected him for his work and his obvious devotion to his family(including pets and have

always remembered his story about going into the icy lake to rescue the family dog). His

entertaining and upbeat personality kept coworkers sane under stress. My thoughts and prayers

go out to the family as they endure their loss.

November 30 at 8:00 PM

ME Margaret And Mike Eggleston posted:

Mary Ellen and boys - Our deepest sympathy over this shocking loss. We remember fondly the

good times in Sudley.Love, M & M

November 30 at 8:00 PM

ES Elaine Simmerman posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with you, Mary Ellen, and your entire extended family at this saddest

of times. I miss Bob and memories of him have dominated my mind all week.Bob was vibrant,

enthusiastic, fun loving, optimistic, loyal, and young-at-heart. He touched us all and the entire

town of Lewes is grieving his loss. I assumed Bob would be with us for many more years using his

talents to help shape our Lewes community.I gave him a tour of the Overfalls Lightship shortly you

moved to Lewes. With characteristic enthusiasm Bob wanted to learn about the men who served

on the ship and he offered to rewrite the Overfalls shipguide manual so that it would include

human interest stories.He wore brightly colored sports jackets. I remember him joyfully riding his

scooter around Lewes. Once we drove in his little red convertible sports car with the wind blowing

in our hair to Wilmington to meet with the Longwood Foundation about a grant. He thoroughly

enjoyed meeting the DuPonts and touring the Hotel DuPont.He was a night owl. If you wanted Bob

to attend an Overfalls meeting, the meeting had to be scheduled after 10 a.m. Frequently I?d

check my email messages in the morning to find that Bob had written something interesting and

provocative after the rest of us had gone to bed.When he was president of the Overfalls

Foundation, Bob handled critical events such as locating a proper shipyard for the lightship hull

repair and financing its repair. Using his outstanding ?people skills,? Bob worked positively and

collaboratively in a team approach to find necessary solutions. He listened and was open to new

ideas.Bob was a caring husband, father, and grandfather and would do everything possible to

support members of your family. He made it seem easy when son David?s family including their

infant grandson lived with you in Lewes for a year.Knowing and working with Bob was special for

me and I cherish these memories.With my affection and prayers for you, Elaine Simmerman

November 27 at 8:00 PM
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KV Kendra  (Cossari) Verdi posted:

To The Humes Family, I am so sorry for you loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Kendra

November 29 at 8:00 PM

TG Tom  Gegeny posted:

I just heard the news and am so sorry for your loss. I wish I could join you for the services

tomorrow in person, but I'll be there in spirit. Take comfort in the life he lived--surrounded with

great family and fun, love, and laughter. Peace and love to you all.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

TP The Patterson posted:

Words cannot fully express our condolences.May each of you be comforted with happy

memories, life lessons taught and joyful celebration of life's rewards.May you draw strength from

each other and from your many friends.Please be comforted in this time of sorrow.Jeff, Jody,

Janice, Jacqueline, Jessica

November 29 at 8:00 PM

TD Tom  And Shanna  Darrell posted:

Sorry for your loss. You and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

LW Larry And Bunny Wilson posted:

We remember the joy of being with the Humes and Williamson families to celebrate Leslie and

Dave's wedding. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May God bless and keep you and give

you comfort and peace.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

EA Elliot And Wendy Apter  posted:

Our most sincere sympathies on your loss.

November 29 at 8:00 PM
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AF Al Pettenato & Idalia  Fabregas posted:

Rob,We offer our deepest sympathy

November 29 at 8:00 PM

LM Les And Cheryl Morgan posted:

As my son said ?The world has lost a great man.? The loss of Bob has left a void in our hearts for

someone who was truly a great friend. His passion and humor towards life will be remembered

forever by Cheryl and me. He and Mary Ellen had an everlasting influence on our boys. Bob?s

enthusiastic approach to life always inspired us. We hope that Mary Ellen and the boys will find

the strength and inner peace to move forward. Bob you will truly be missed by so many. We are

thankful that Bob was in our lives. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

DW Dr. Gary D, Wray posted:

On behalf of the Fort Miles Historical Association, of which Bob was a member, we are deeply

sorry to hear of his passing. Bob was a valuable member of our group and a great supporter of

Lewes in general. He will be missed.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

MC Michael & Rosanna  Chapleau posted:

Mrs. Humes, Rob, Dave and Steven. Know our thoughts and love are with you during this time. I am

so sorry to hear of your loss, but hope that you find comfort and happiness in all the wonderful

memories. Lots of Love - Chapleau Family

November 29 at 8:00 PM

CH Chris Hicks posted:

Humes Family, You are all in our thoughts and prayers. We have so many great memories. Sending

lots of love from New England - Hicks Family

November 29 at 8:00 PM
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LM Lorraine & Jay Martino posted:

Mary Ellen, Rob, David and Steven. Our deepest condolences go out to you for your loss. Surely,

this world was a better place with Bob in it.We will always cherish our memories, of the times we

had together, in New Fairfield. Our prayers and thoughts are with you. Bob, we miss you. Lorraine

and Jay

November 29 at 8:00 PM

HB Harold G. "Butch" Byer  posted:

I am so sorry to hear about Bob passing. He and I go back to Stetson Jr. High School and then

Frankford High School in Philadelphia PA. We both played in the Stetson and Frankford bands and

orchestra. We sat next to each other at Frankford graduation and we had about 10" of snow that

night. We were classmates in the January 1961 class. I lost track of Bob for many years and finally

tracked him down in Lewes and we enjoyed our 45th and 50th high school reunions with other

classmates. We sang a good program using lyrics Bob put to our high school songs.Bob was a

wonderful long time friend. As it is with many friends, there is never enough time to enjoy life

together. Cherish all the time together.

November 29 at 8:00 PM
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ES Elaine Simmerman posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with you, Mary Ellen, and your entire extended family at this saddest

of times. I miss Bob and memories of him have dominated my mind all week.Bob was vibrant,

enthusiastic, fun loving, optimistic, loyal, and young-at-heart. He touched us all and the entire

town of Lewes is grieving his loss. I assumed Bob would be with us for many more years using his

talents to help shape our Lewes community.I gave him a tour of the Overfalls Lightship shortly you

moved to Lewes. With characteristic enthusiasm Bob wanted to learn about the men who served

on the ship and he offered to rewrite the Overfalls shipguide manual so that it would include

human interest stories.He wore brightly colored sports jackets. I remember him joyfully riding his

scooter around Lewes. Once we drove in his little red convertible sports car with the wind blowing

in our hair to Wilmington to meet with the Longwood Foundation about a grant. He thoroughly

enjoyed meeting the DuPonts and touring the Hotel DuPont.He was a night owl. If you wanted Bob

to attend an Overfalls meeting, the meeting had to be scheduled after 10 a.m. Frequently IÂ’d

check my email messages in the morning to find that Bob had written something interesting and

provocative after the rest of us had gone to bed.When he was president of the Overfalls

Foundation, Bob handled critical events such as locating a proper shipyard for the lightship hull

repair and financing its repair. Using his outstanding Â“people skills,Â” Bob worked positively and

collaboratively in a team approach to find necessary solutions. He listened and was open to new

ideas.Bob was a caring husband, father, and grandfather and would do everything possible to

support members of your family. He made it seem easy when son DavidÂ’s family including their

infant grandson lived with you in Lewes for a year.Knowing and working with Bob was special for

me and I cherish these memories.With my affection and prayers for you, Elaine Simmerman

November 27 at 8:00 PM

LM Les And Cheryl Morgan posted:

As my son said Â“The world has lost a great man.Â” The loss of Bob has left a void in our hearts

for someone who was truly a great friend. His passion and humor towards life will be

remembered forever by Cheryl and me. He and Mary Ellen had an everlasting influence on our

boys. BobÂ’s enthusiastic approach to life always inspired us. We hope that Mary Ellen and the

boys will find the strength and inner peace to move forward. Bob you will truly be missed by so

many. We are thankful that Bob was in our lives. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

November 29 at 8:00 PM

CB Cliff Berkley posted:

Sorry for your loss. My condolences to the family

November 28 at 8:00 PM
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JB Jeff Buszta  posted:

Humes family, you have all played a large part in my life from a very young age and I am grateful

for having you all part of it. I am so, so very sorry for your loss.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

BF Brianne Fitzgerald posted:

Steve, Jose and Humes Family,I am very sory for your loss and you all are in my prayers during

this time of sadness and always.Brianne

November 28 at 8:00 PM

CH Charlotte And Bill Hughes posted:

Mary Ellen and family, we are so sorry for your loss! Our thoughts and prayers go out to you during

this most difficult time.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

RB Ron And Joan Buszta  posted:

Dear MaryEllen and Family, Please know our thoughts and prayers are with you all at this sad time.

We have fond memories of those years that our boys were growing up. Take care of each other

and know we are thinking of you.Love, Ron and Joan

November 28 at 8:00 PM

ER Eric  And Lisa  Rosencrans posted:

Mary Ellen and family, Our thoughts, prayers, and love are with you all.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

TR Tiffany (Trojanowski) Ringo posted:

Humes family, I am so sorry to hear about your loss. You are all in my thoughts. Sending love and

support from Idaho.Tiffany

November 28 at 8:00 PM
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MI Mike Indresano posted:

Our thoughts are with you. My deepest sympathies.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

BC Brian And Denise Cossari posted:

Humes family, We are very sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

JN J  Nunnally posted:

I am sorry to learn about your family's sorrow. The death of a loved one is difficult. Let me share

scripture that may help. Please, read John 6:40, 44 and Ps. 36:9.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

JW Jack Wiberg posted:

Thanks is the only word that comes to mind, when I think of his commitment and leadership.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

BD Bryce & Tiffany Dowd posted:

Sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

JW Jessica  Iarocci Ware posted:

Humes Family, So sorry to hear of your loss. Jessica

November 28 at 8:00 PM

RD Richard Drevo posted:

Perry & I extend our heartfelt sympathy to the Humes family

November 28 at 8:00 PM

PAGE 15 OF 20



Tribute Wall Robert Lee  Humes
MAR  2 6 , 19 4 3  -  NOV 2 7, 2 0 11

JA Joe Lamb Jr. And Associates posted:

Our thoughts and prayers are are with you and your family at this time. Bob was a pleasure to do

business with. We will miss him. Joe Lamb Jr. Family & Staff

November 28 at 8:00 PM

GH Genie & Geo Hindall posted:

Our hearts go out to you at this difficult time. Please accept our sympathy!

November 28 at 8:00 PM

DF Dick And Mary Ann Fizzell posted:

Mary Ellen our deepest sympathy to you and the boys on Bob's passing. We remember fondly

Bob bringing his keyboard to the house for social gathering. You are in our tthoughts

November 28 at 8:00 PM

BD Bonnie Dougherty posted:

It is with a heavy heart that I send my condolences to you and your family. Bob was always a

pleasure to be around and even though I haven't been as active with the Overfalls as before, I'll

miss seeing him.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

EE E.J. & Amy D'ettore posted:

Mrs. Humes, Rob, Dave, Steve and Family:Amy and I are so sorry to hear about your loss. I have

great memories of hanging out at the house with all of you and we were very sad to hear the

news. You are all in our thoughts and prayers.E.J.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

KM Keith & Marisa  Marotta  posted:

Humes Family, sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts. Keith and Marisa

November 28 at 8:00 PM
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JM Jay & Cat Morgan posted:

The world lost a great man with the passing of Bob Humes. Bob was a man, I had much respect

for. He always made me laugh whenever I was blessed by his presence over the years and I was

lucky to be buddies with Dave at an early age and fortunate to have Bob as an early adult

influence in my life. Bob introduced me to how great music can be and I will also be appreciative

of that. Mary Ellen, Dave, Rob, Steve and family please know that we shared a toast tonight in

Bob's honor and that we are thinking of you and sending some positive Vermont love your way.

Sorry we couldn't be there.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

RB Rich & Sharon Balbone posted:

Mary Ellen & FamilyOur thoughts and prayers are with all of you. I had the good future to work with

Bob on many occasions. He shared his knowledge, humor and friedship with all of us. I will think

when watching every Phillies game. Rich

November 28 at 8:00 PM

JM Jack Mullinax posted:

Please know that you and your family are in my prayers.Bob was a great co-worker and made IBM

a better place to work. He will be missed by the IBM HR Business Development team.

November 28 at 8:00 PM

RR Rick And Rachel Grier-Reynolds posted:

Dear Mary Ellen and Family,Our thoughts are with you and your family in this time. Rick saw Bob at

PRMC and was shocked by the suddenness of his passing!Holding you all in the light,rick and

rachel

November 28 at 8:00 PM

SW Shawn And Deirdre Williamson posted:

We are so sorry for your loss. We have such fond memories of Bob. Our thoughts are with you all

in this time of sadness. Peace be with you.

November 28 at 8:00 PM
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CN Courtney Nelson posted:

Dear M.E., Rob, Dave & Steven, I think of Bob either playing piano, working on the MG, or

monitoring knee-football games at the house in New Fairfield. I remember he was very patient

and kind to my brother Dave as his Babe Ruth little league coach. I'm sorry to hear of his passing,

and will be thinking of you all with warm thoughts.Love,Courtney Nelson

November 28 at 8:00 PM

ST Susan Trone posted:

Mary Ellen, Thinking of you and your family in this difficult time. Susan

November 28 at 8:00 PM

JT John & Nancy Trojanowski posted:

Mary Ellen, Rob, David, Steven - We were so shocked and saddened to hear of Bob's passing.

There are many fond memories of times with all of you in New Fairfield. Bob's piano playing was

the center point of so many get-togethers.Our thoughts and prayers are with you. John & Nancy

November 28 at 8:00 PM

IS Isobel And Jack Sobol posted:

Our deepest felt sympathy goes to you Mary Ellen and your family God BlessIsobel and Jack

November 27 at 8:00 PM

HM Hazel Meegan posted:

My deepest sympathy to you Mary Ellen and the family on the sudden passing of your beloved

husband Bob.a

November 27 at 8:00 PM

CP Carlos & Claudia  Vicuña  (Niece Of Jose Paredes) posted:

Please accept our most heartfelt condolences. Our thoughts and prayers are with your family in

your time of sorrow.

November 27 at 8:00 PM
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LD Linda  And John Dickey posted:

Mary Ellen and family - the world (especially Lewes) was a better place with Bob in it. He will be

missed. May the love and support of friends and family sustain you all during this most difficult of

times. God Bless.

November 27 at 8:00 PM

JD Janet Davis posted:

Mary Ellen and family,I am so very sorry for your loss. You have been in my prayers for weeks.

May God's love and strength be with you. I can't imagine Lewes without Bob.ww

November 27 at 8:00 PM

SG Shafika  And Daniel Abrahams-Gessel posted:

Steve and Jose:We're sorry we can't be there with you at this difficult time. You're in our thoughts

and we'll say a prayer for your dad and the family.All our love.Shafika and Dan

November 27 at 8:00 PM

SC Susan & Mike Cleverdon posted:

Can't believe it! Our hearts are with you. Arriving Wednesday late pm. Love to all. Susan & Mike

Cleverdona

November 27 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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